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T he Bonaire Police 
(KPCN)  got an early 

start their planned August 
kickoff of “alcohol controls” 
when they arrested a driver in-
volved in a collision at the inter-
section of Kaya Korona and Kaya 
Papa Cornes at 10:30 at night on 
August 7. 

They previously had an-
nounced that beginning this 
month the Police Force, in col-
laboration with the BES Public 
Prosecution Service, will start 
road stops to check for a 
driver’s alcohol levels . 

Statistics show that that in vari-
ous traffic accidents there is an 
indication that driving under the 
influence contributed to the acci-
dent. 

Breath analyzer equipment has 
been purchased that can show 
how much alcohol has been con-
sumed. The Breath Analysis De-
vice measures the alcohol per-
centage in the driver’s exhaled 
air. 

Representatives of the Public 
Prosecutor will be present dur-
ing the inspections. In case of a 
high reading, the driver will be 
fined and, if applicable, arrests 
will be made. Also a driving ban 
can be imposed. The announce-
ment did not disclose what the 
breath alcohol test limit is for 
fine or arrest. 

If you are stopped for a traf-
fic check / breath test, you are 
obliged to cooperate. If you do 
not cooperate, you will receive a 
fine. 


MCB (Maduro & Curiel’s 
Bank [Bonaire] N.V)  has im-
posed a $5 fee for most in-bank 
transactions. Nine days after the 
bank began charging the fee, it 
issued a Papiamentu language 
press release, explaining the $5 
charges. The measure appears to 
be a move to encourage more use 
of ATMs and electronic banking. 
For more information go to Face-
book  page “MCB Bonaire 
Events” or call the bank at 715-
5520.   

 
 

Work on Bonaire’s South 
Pier has slowed down as a re-
sult of calls by big bulk carrier 
ships delivering sand, cement 
and crushed stone.  This allevi-
ated an island construction crisis.  
In the next edition we will have a 
behind-the-scenes look at the pier 
refurbishing. 

In our last edition we re-

ported that the Marine Park 
(BNMP) forced the removal of a 
concrete slab and mooring block 
from the sea near the Andrea dive 
sites and Sabadeco Crown Keys.   
Unfortunately, the cement 
blocks are still lying on the 
beach.  They are too heavy for 
the BNMP to remove and re-
gardless it is the responsibility 
of the persons who deposited 
them to remove them.  
A local homeowner is concerned 
that the blocks will not be re-
moved by those responsible and 
when it’s thought it had been 
forgotten about it will be put it all 
back, despite the long overdue 
promise to take them away. 

 
The Dutch Government has 

earmarked millions of dollars 
for upgrades to Bonaire’s in-
frastructure, social needs and 
agriculture. Local sources said 
that while the improvements will 
help, they only begin to meet the 
island’s need get on a par with 
the European Netherlands.  

The projects: 
Fuel storage ($5 million): 

Critical overdue maintenance at 
fuel facilities poses significant 
safety risks. Storage of fuel must 
be improved, so the security of 
supplies of gasoline, diesel, fuel 
oil for the supply of electricity, 
and jet fuel for the benefit of 

aviation is not jeopardized.  
Social housing ($2.5 million): 

Fundashon Cas Boneriano 
(FCB) has indicated that it has 
the resources to construct social 
housing itself. However, it has no 
budget to improve the surround-
ing infrastructure (water pipes, 
electricity, roads, site prepara-
tion). Without these improve-
ments, the construction of social 
housing is not possible.  

Agricultural development, 
including a modernized slaugh-
terhouse ($1.6 million): Food 
safety will be increased by im-
proving the slaughterhouse. Con-
trol of free-roaming goats, and 
production of agricultural prod-
ucts need planning and study. 

Job Planning Center 
($200,000): the establishment of 
a Job Center (Plenchi de Trabou) 
to bring together actions, services 
and information of employees, 
job-seekers and employers.  

There is an on-line sur-
vey underway  being conducted 
by the RCN to help them assess 
the best media for them to pub-
lish advertisements and infor-
mation. Do you think The Bon-
aire Reporter  would be most 
useful for them? You can start 
the survey by going to: https://
nl.research.net/r/HLMVCH8 
It only takes 5-10 minutes. 

 
The Sustainable Bonaire 

Foundation (Boneiru Duradero) 
has named 
Carolyn 
Caporusso 
as the 
Clean 
Coast Bon-
aire Team 
Coordinator. Carolyn will organ-
ize monthly citizen science sur-
veys combined with beach clean-

ups at designated locations 
around Bonaire. As a PADI 
Course Director and long-time 
dive industry professional, Caro-
lyn has made it her life’s work to 
share her love of the ocean via 
education, awareness and action. 
She has been organizing Project 
Aware Dive Against Debris un-
derwater clean up dives on Bon-
aire for the past 10 years.  

She initiated the Debris Free 
Bonaire program in 2012.   

Clean Coast Bonaire is a citi-
zen science program aiming to 
collect scientific data about ma-
rine litter. Scientific data has led 
to a strategy to combat plastic 
pollution in Europe. Check out 
the video and sign up for the 
OSPAR workshop by sending an 
email to 
info@boneiruduradero.nl. 


During the last Dive 
Friends’ quarterly clean-up, 72 
volunteers collected 1,371 items 
from the reef.  Roughly esti-
mated, the divers removed 5 km 
or 3.25 miles of fishing line as 
well as 48 fishing sinkers and 
hooks.  

Most notable? A record player, 
traffic cone, four metal chairs, 
and a road sign! Most abundant? 
43% of what was removed was 
plastic- a whopping 143 plastic 
fragments, 248 glass bottles, 56 
glass and ceramic fragments, 36 
items of clothing and 22 hats, 73 
beverage cans, 63 cardboard 
fragments, and 12 credit cards. 

 
Franciscus H. Francees, 

head of the fire brigade’s 
(Brendweer) prevention de-

(Continued on page 3) 
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partment, retired after 42 years of exem-
plary service. Deputy general commander 
Jan Janga said, “ Mr Francees was always 
ready to serve and made numerous positive 
changes in the department. For the past 20 
years he worked as head of the prevention 
department and became deputy local com-
mander.” In his farewell speech, Mr 
Francees advised the new generation of 
firefighters to keep integrity of paramount 
importance. According to him, integrity is 
the building block to be a good firefighter. 

 

The slave hut damaged several 
months ago by an automobile is finally 
being repaired. 

 
It’s been warmer in the Netherlands 

than in Bonaire. Several nights were the 
warmest ever recorded in the Netherlands, 
with the temperature dropping no lower 
than 23.6C ( 74.5F) degrees at the Bilt 
weather station near Hilversum. 

The old record dated from 2004 when it 
didn’t drop below 20.8 degrees. 

The warmest place in the Netherlands 
was Deelen in Gelderland, where the tem-
perature did not fall below 24.4 degrees. It 
was also well above 23 degrees in Flevo-
land, western parts of Zeeland and in the 
Wadden Sea area. Western Europe, includ-
ing The Netherlands, is experiencing a 
severe drought as well. 

 
EZ Air announced on social media 

that it had acquired two Beechcraft 
1900D aircraft. According to the airline’s 
announcement the aircraft numbers 207 & 
209 are undergoing maintenance, inspec-
tion, certification and avionics upgrade in 
Florida. The new planes can be identified 
for their T-tail horizontal stabilizer. The 
aircraft will be registered as PJ-EZY and 
PJ-EZA. 

EZ Air currently operates a single Britten
-Norman Islander aircraft for charter and 
air ambulance service, but will be provid-
ing scheduled services between the ABC 
islands with the new planes.  Hopefully 
more competition will mean lower inter-
island air fares.  

 

Flotsam and Jetsam (Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 10) 

I n the spring of 2011, three retired Dutch 
guys living on Bonaire came together to 

make music.  They called themselves “Back 
on Track” (aka Baby Boomer Rock Bank 
Trio) and played songs from country and 
western, the Beatles, the Stones. Theo te 
Brinke was the lead guitar, bass guitar and 
vocals. Bert Poyck played rhythm guitar and 
did vocals. Peter van Baalen did percussion, 
drums and vocals. 

They started playing unplugged, then had 
their debut at Lee’s Bar in May, 2011. Peo-
ple loved them, not just the Baby Boomer 
crowd. They did a number of gigs – at 
Woodstock, private parties, benefits and 
openings. People loved their music. 

Sadness struck as Peter, the drummer, 
passed away in August, 2017. Theo and Bert 
were shattered, what to do? 

But then Ruud Mangelsdorf appeared. 
He’d come to Bonaire in 2016 and built his 
own house with a recording studio where 
nowadays the group practices. In Holland 
Ruud played with several “cover bands” as a 
drummer and guitar or bass player and 
singer. He’s become a specialist in sound 
engineering… a perfect complement to the 
group. On Saturday, September 1, C’est 
La Vie will open the Jam Session at Wood-
stock at 9 pm.  

Contact information for private gigs, open-
ings, etc.: Theo te Brinke 786-0150. 

R. Wout photo 

C’est La Vie Was Back on Track at Kunuku Arawak 

C’est La Vie’s Ruud, Theo and Bert at Kunuku Arawak 
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Bonaire Ambassadors (Gold Level) Resa & Mark Director (top) and 20-year / 
soon-to-be-Gold-Level Bonaire Ambassadors Alice & Bud Bracken commemo-
rating their January 2018 weekend at Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia by read-
ing and enjoying their Bonaire Reporters. 

 
WIN GREAT  PRIZES! Take a copy of The Bonaire Reporter with you on your next trip 

or when you return to your home. Then take a photo of yourself with the newspaper in hand. 
THE BEST PHOTOS OF THE YEAR WILL WIN THE PRIZES. Mail photos to Bonaire 
Reporter, Box 407, Bonaire, Caribbean Netherlands (CN). E-mail to:  
picture@bonairereporter.com. All 2018 photos are eligible for the next contest.  
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•• Burglar Alarms 

•• Fire Alarm Systems 
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All type of house and car keys  
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   Kaya Grandi #61 
   “The blue building” 

Call 717-8545 
 

Open: 8:30-12:30, 2:00-5:30 
Owner  Operated 

Featuring Giant, Bikkel and Golden Lion bikes 

REGRESSIVE ELECTRICITY RATES 

Dear Editor, 

It surprises me 
that the new elec-
tricity rates from 
WEB give a big-
ger price break to 
households and 
companies that are 
the heaviest users 
of electricity. Bonaire is a special place 
where people are  extraordinarily commit-
ted to protecting the environment, and 
yet, people who are careful and thought-
ful about their use of electricity are pay-
ing more under the new plan, while those 
who are wasteful are paying less.  

Take a look at the following examples 
of people in typical homes with 1*25, 
3*25 or 3*35 ampere connection capac-
ity. When someone uses just 100 kw per 
month, it’s an exemplary accomplish-
ment, they’ve made significant sacrifices, 
like not using air conditioning and per-
sonally investing in energy-saving tech-
nology. Under the old pricing, their cost 
would be just $38.20 per month, and un-
der the new plan, they have a whopping 
48% increase in their electric bill for us-
ing the same amount of electricity.  

On the other hand, look at someone 
who has enough financial resources that 
they’re not motivated to cut their energy 

costs. There’s nothing wrong with that, 
and they may have a large home with lots 
of appliances and several air-conditioned 
rooms, and possibly a pool that uses en-
ergy all day and a garden so they need to 
regularly run electric trimmers, blowers 
and a water pump. Say, for example, their 
monthly use was 3,000 kw. Under the old 
plan, their monthly bill would be over 
$1,100 and under the new plan would be 
less than $900 which is about 22% re-
duction in cost for the same electric use. 

If WEB is instituting a plan that’s giv-
ing out big discounts, why couldn’t it be 
structured to give discounts to those who 
are using the least energy? If you give a 
20% discount to only 1,000 customers 
who are using 3,000kw per month, the 
amount it costs WEB is $257,000. If you 
gave the same $257,000 in the form of 
20% discounts to customers who are us-
ing just 300kw per month, it would give a 
20% discount to over 11,000 customers 
instead of just 1,000.  

When costs rise, I expect that we would 
all have to pay our fair share of increased 
costs. I never would have imagined that 
WEB would structure their rates with a 
formula that favors customers who use 
the most energy and punish those who 
can least afford it. 
   Jeyna D. 

Have something to say?  
Want to give your opinion? 

Email reporter 
@bonairenews.com 
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T he idea of writing a history 
of Animal Shelter Bonaire 

seemed a fairly simple task. Once 
the research began, it quickly 
became evident that it was a 
monumental project considering 
the deep and rich history of the 
organization. 

There is certainly no lack of 
material, but there is a lack of 
adequate words to convey the 
incredible love, dedication and 
commitment of so many people 
over so many years to the un-
wanted and abandoned animals of 
Bonaire. Not to mention their 
determination to educate the com-
munity on animal care and the 
importance of sterilization. 

Some of the names involved in 
this history are a “who’s who” of 
Bonaire but there are also those 
lesser known names who worked, 
and continue to work, tirelessly 
on behalf of the animals and the 
Shelter.  This history in no way 
claims to be complete. Unfortu-
nately, over the years some names 
may have been lost, overlooked 
or not recorded. The writer apolo-
gizes for the omission of any of 
those names as it is not inten-
tional.  In addition, a truly com-
plete history would result in a 
“novella” if every name of every 
hard working volunteer was men-
tioned. The list of names is le-
gion, that is how large the Animal 
Shelter Volunteer Army is!  How-
ever, the legacy of those forgotten 
or unnamed is more than evident 
in the success of the Animal Shel-
ter today which rests upon their 
hard working shoulders. 

What follows here is a 
“condensed” version of the Shel-
ter’s broad history. Much atten-
tion is given to the details of the 
early years as without those pio-
neering souls the Shelter would 
not exist as it does today. Follow-
ing the “early years” are some of 
the highs and lows through the 
last few decades. Some of the 
dates may be a bit off, again the 

writer’s apologies for any signifi-
cant errors. 

THE EARLY YEARS 
Animal Shelter Bonaire 

(Stichting Dierenasyl (sic) Bon-
aire) was officially founded on 
August 3, 1983, by three big-
hearted volunteers, Yke Faber 
and Peter and Rinnie Kamp. 
They built four or five simple 
kennels on Capt. Don Stewart’s 
property and were almost imme-
diately overrun with “clients.” 
Sometime during1984, Louise 
Rood, then owner of Sorobon 
Beach resort, stepped in to help 
and also began taking in lost or 
abandoned animals. Again the 
“clients” were overwhelming in 
numbers. Aided by Barbara Ros-
well of Trans World Radio, who 
originally helped Rinnie, the two 
provided basic medical help and 
care to the animals, relying on 
visiting veterinarians to assist 
with sterilizations, etc.  

Louise and Barbara managed to 
convince the government that 
more adequate space was needed. 
Circa 1986, the Shelter found a 
permanent home on the piece of 
land on Kaminda Lagun where it 
is currently located.  Funds were 
needed to turn the terrain into a 
proper shelter, so Louise and Bar-
bara organized the first “fancy 
fair” (flea market) to raise money. 
They received some donations, 
but it was a 10,000 NAfl. 
($5,714) donation from an Eng-
lish couple that made it possible 
to fence in the property and order 
the first kennels.  During those 
early years, the volunteer army 
grew, including Julia Gerharts, 
Lynne Tijssen, Marisela Croes, 
Connie Griessert, Helma 
Hilgers, and Maria Gavira.  

In 1988, the foundation was 
officially registered with the Bon-
aire Chamber of Commerce. 
Louise and her group of dedicated 
volunteers continued to improve 
the Shelter, holding fundraisers, 
obtaining funding from the Dutch 
Foundation for Foreign Animal 
Shelters/Stichting Buitenlandse 
Asielen. They built a small office, 
more kennels and a cat shelter. 
The Shelter finally had a perma-
nent “home” and continued its 
mission with just volunteers. The 
work was hard and endless, from 
fixing fences to learning to vacci-
nate. At that time there were no 
veterinarians on Bonaire. The 
Shelter had to wait for a vet from 
Curacao who came every two 
months for a few days.  

THE 1990’s  
GROWING PAINS 

After eight years of tireless 
dedication, in 1992 Louise passed 
the reins to Elly Albers. Elly 
learned well from her predecessor 
and took the Shelter to new 
heights: adding spaces, increasing 
awareness of animal care, sterili-

zations etc.  She was a model of 
care and love for the lost and 
abandoned animals of Bonaire 
and a huge part of the foundation 
that the Animal Shelter rests on 
today.  

In 1993, Kenneth Piar, a client 
of FKPD, first came to work at 
the Shelter. To this day, 25 years 
later, over half his adult life, he is 
still at the Shelter. Four days a 
week, every week, he cares for his 
beloved animals; adored by them 
and by all the people who have 
met him and worked with him.  

As the island population contin-
ued to grow, so did the number of 
animals who were abandoned or 
surrendered and Elly’s work be-
came even more difficult.  By 
1996, the Shelter was in crisis 
mode. Overwhelmed with aban-
doned or homeless animals, hav-
ing taken in 700 dogs and 100 
cats as of November 1 of that 
year, Elly and chairman Robert  
Gras had to make the difficult 
decision to close the Shelter doors 
to further intake. The Shelter only 
had enough money to operate 
through the end of the year.  

The monthly financial require-
ment to keep the Shelter operating 
was 7,000 NAfl per month 
($3,932). In late November, the 
government agreed that beginning 
in 1997 it would provide a stipend 
to the Shelter of 1000 NAfl  per 
month ($561.00); 600 NAfl  
($337.00) of this amount had to 
be earmarked for the 
“dogcatcher.”  It wasn’t nearly 
enough to meet the monthly costs, 
so the volunteers and board mem-
bers got busy with fund raising 
activities. 

By February 1997, the financial 
crisis was narrowly averted and 
the Shelter stayed open. The 
fundraising activities continued 
and the Bonaire community also 
stepped up. In March, in a major 
initiative, TechnoConsult (the 
engineering arm of Harbour Vil-
lage) built new additional dog 
kennels for the Shelter. The pro-
ject was nicknamed “Harbour 
Village East” and the majority of 
these kennels still exist today.  
That same month, the cruise ship 
Statendam (Holland America 
Line) sponsored a major event. 
They raised funds, sold t-shirts, 
built cat towers, raffled kegs of 
beer....then on their next visit 
brought “wish list” items: vac-
cines, vet meds, cases of cat and 
dog food, etc. 

During this crisis time, Barbara 
van Olphen took over as board 
chairman and besides shoveling 
gravel and building kennels, she 
also stepped up the fundraising 
efforts. One of the major events 
was a dinner dance at Plaza Re-
sort that raised much needed 
funds. With the support of Cap-
tain Don, she also established the 
Animal Shelter T-shirt sales at the 

weekly happy hour at Captain 
Don’s Habitat, which continues 
to this day. Her fundraising ef-
forts saved the Shelter from cer-
tain death in the late 1990s. 

Barbara also was responsible 
for establishing the initial concept 
of free sterilization of pets for 
those who could not afford it.  
Since stepping down as chairman 
in 2001, Barbara continues to this 
day to “man” the happy hour ta-
ble at Habitat. 

THE 2000s -BOOM YEARS 
In 2001, Paul Wichers, who 

had served on the board since 
1999, assumed the chairmanship 
from Barbara. The Shelter man-
ager was Juri Mellema, who had 
taken over following stints by 
Kees Leeman and Barbara 
Mudde as acting managers.  

Under Paul’s 16 years of stew-
ardship, the Shelter blossomed 
and grew exponentially both 
physically and in terms of fund-
raising efforts and achievements. 
The physical capacity of the Shel-
ter expanded and a myriad of 
renovations were made. Several 
boarding kennels were built to 
provide an affordable place for 
island residents to leave their pets 
while on vacation. 

Fundraising efforts went to a 
whole new level. In 2000, volun-
teer  Renata Sanders came up 
with the idea of holding book and 
flea markets to raise money. A 
few times every year the events 
were held on the Shelter property, 
with successful results and posi-
tive reactions from the commu-
nity. Renata continued to urge the 
idea that a permanent location 
should be found. Her idea came to 
fruition when Larry Gerharts 
offered space for what is now the 

Pakus di Pruga. Opened in April 
of 2011, the Pakus is a weekly 
“flea market” that has proven to 
be a valuable resource for the 
community as well as a much 
needed revenue source for the 
Shelter’s programs.  

In November of 2007, Paul and 
a group of stalwart volunteers 
first set up the Animal Shelter 
Bonaire booth at the weekly 
cruise market in Wilhelminap-
lein. Stocked with Shelter  t-shirts 
and a variety of items handmade 
by Shelter volunteers and sup-
porters, the cruise market stand 
was and continues to be a life-
saver in support of what is likely 
the Shelter’s most important pro-
gram – sterilization of island pets. 

As early as 1997, the Shelter 
tried to provide free sterilization 
for those who could not afford it. 
Funds were extremely limited. In 
2002, the Shelter established a 
sterilization fund which was ini-
tially intended to help island resi-
dents with limited resources ob-
tain free sterilization of their ani-
mals.  The program has since 
expanded to provide free steriliza-
tion to anyone who requests it. 
The Pakus di Pruga and the Ani-
mal Shelter booth at the weekly 
cruise market are the main 
sources that keep the program 
alive. 

Since its inception the Shelter 
has always promoted sterilization 
as the single most important fac-
tor in reducing the numbers of 
unwanted animals on Bonaire. In 
2004, teams of volunteer veteri-
narians from Canada, the US and 
the Netherlands came to Bonaire 
to participate in a week of free 
sterilizations that took place at the 

(Continued on page 14) 

Animal Shelter Bonaire 1983 

Animal Shelter Bonaire 1986 
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“I  grew up in Playa Pabou 
and I had a regular child-

hood, playing with my friends, 
swimming at Kas di Regatta, and I 
loved to go biking with my dad, 
Rodney Thodé. Every other day 
my father would go biking and the 
moment I saw him making his 
preparations, I would get my bike 
ready for when he would take off. 
We would take the tourist road to 
Sabadeco and I enjoyed looking 
around and being in nature, al-
though we would drive at a good 
speed! 

When I was young I had the 
ambition to become a pilot. So 
when I went to SGB I chose to 
study engineering, because I 
thought that would be the first 
step in the training to become a 
pilot. I had to work hard for it, but 
I graduated TKL engineering in 
2014. Then I continued my educa-
tion, doing the airplane mechanic 
training at MBO 4 (intermediate 
vocational training) because my 
passion to become a pilot had 
become even stronger. I was to-
tally fascinated with everything 
that had to do with aviation. 

However, when I was about six 
years old my parents had bought a 
camera,  and they’d often asked 
me to take the pictures. At the 
time I was captivated by the proc-
ess of taking photos on film, espe-
cially the fact that you wouldn’t 
know what the photo looked like 
until the film was developed. 
When my parents later bought a 
digital camera there was no end to 
my enthusiasm. I started taking 
pictures of anything and every-
thing: sunsets, plants, trees, ani-
mals and people. And when my 
parents told me I’d made a beauti-
ful photo, I was so pleased to 
know they were proud of me. So I 
became the family photographer.  

When I was 13 I got my own 
radio show at Radio Energia 
where a friend of mine and I 
would play music in a show for 
youngsters, by youngsters, for two 
hours on Fridays and Saturdays. 
That was my first taste in the 
world of multi-media. From Radio 
Energia I went to Energia Vision 
where I joined the crew filming 
live events. I learned the first prin-
ciples how to work the camera. I 
did it for two years. In January 
2015, I got my first part-time job 
at NOS-TV as a cameraman. We 
filmed live events like Dia di Rin-
con, Karnaval and Dia di Boneiru. 
My goal was to buy a professional 
camera with the money I made. 
After saving up my money for 
three months I ordered my first 
professional camera online, a 
Nikon D7100, and I was super 
happy and proud of myself! 

I started working with the cam-
era and teaching myself how to 
handle it. I got the basis and the-
ory online. then I started practic-
ing the technical aspect of photog-
raphy. And I learned fast enough 
that one doesn’t become a good 

photographer overnight. But I had 
a passion and I wanted to continue 
with it and develop my creativity 
and improve myself. Also I 
wanted to do something with it. I 
started my Facebook page Roël-
ton Thodé Photography. I got 
assignments from my family and 
when I posted those photos on 
Facebook other people wanted me 
to take their photos too. 

I was still studying, but my am-
bitions began to shift – from air-
plane mechanic to photographer. 
Because what I love about pho-
tography is documenting the time. 
Life is moving so fast and every-
thing keeps on going, but some 

moments only happen once in a 
lifetime and you can’t bring back 
the time to relive those moments. 
By taking a picture of that particu-
lar moment, it will be there for-
ever. That’s the magic of photog-
raphy. 

I like spontaneous photos, to 
catch the raw moment, more than 
the posed, the stylized. To me 
those photos have more emotional 
significance. I let it happen, be-
cause it has to come from the sub-
ject while I am the observer. It’s 
about anticipating the moment and 
knowing when you have to catch 
it. That style – my style – didn’t 
exist on Bonaire before I started 
with it. Over the years a great 
number of professional and ama-
teur photographers have come to 
the island and although I don’t 
know them personally, I certainly 
do know their work. Of course I 
felt intimidated, not only because 
I am so young but also because 
they have way more years of ex-
perience. But it didn’t scare me, I 
was and I am, confident in my 
work and the ideology I have 
about my photography gives me 
the strength to push on. Knowing 
there are others better and more 

experienced than I am doesn’t 
mean I can’t still do my thing, 
which is following my own ideas. 
I started doing everything to find 
out what it was I liked;  portraits, 
weddings, pregnancy shoots, par-
ties, funerals, holy communions, 
family photos, commercial photos 

of products and much more. 
Nowadays I still do everything but 
what I like best are weddings, 
events and commercial photos. 

In September 2016 my dad fell 
ill and I quit school to take care of 
him. When he sadly passed away 
in October I went back to school 
but soon I realized I was already 
so absorbed by the world of pho-
tography that I didn’t want to be-
come an airplane mechanic any-
more.  In December 2016 I offi-
cially launched my company. And 
so I became an entrepreneur and 
my goal is to become the number 
one photographer of Bonaire 

Last month I got my studio in 
Kaya Grandi, up at La Terrazza 
shopping mall. It was a dream 
come true! I really needed a pro-
fessional studio because many 
people want their picture taken in 
a studio. Studio photography is a 
whole different world than work-
ing with natural light. You need to 
know more about exposure and 
you have to get along with people. 
It’s a challenge because the person 
is the only subject, while outside 
you can be creative by using na-
ture and natural light. It is hard ‘to 
tell a story’ in a studio portrait; 

you have to know which pose 
works for a person, and as I am 
used to ‘let it happen,’ in the stu-
dio you have to create it yourself 
by catching someone’s emotion at 
a spontaneous moment. But then, 
the possibilities of a studio are 
countless. 

I’ve got a lot of goodwill here 
and I think it’s because I am local 
and local people often feel more 
comfortable with a local person. 
But the product has to be good; 
that’s number one! I see a future 
for myself in what I am doing and 
I want to grow in my profession. 
In addition to the aforementioned 
things I am also the official pho-
tographer of ‘Bonè Magazine’, the 
first new and free lifestyle maga-
zine which was launched in April. 
And I am still working for NOS 
TV and at Life FM, the radio sta-
tion; so I’m doing photography, 
videography and radio. 

I live with my mom (Farina de 
Palm) and my brother. My sister 
already moved out. I am a humble 
person, but very determined and 
driven in my passion. Of course I 
have stress now and then, but I 
stay chill. I’ve been a quiet person 
all my life. However, when you 
work hard you also have to know 
how to relax and that I do by at-
tending parties, going out and 
chilling with friends who are all 
working in the media world. We 
are motivating, helping and stimu-
lating each other. I am very grate-
ful that big companies gave me 

the opportunity to work for them 
even though I am only 21 years 
old. I think it’s really special what 
I’ve achieved and that I get the 
trust of so many customers at this 
age. Like ZVK Health Insurance 
Office who gave me the assign-
ment to take photos of provided 
care on the islands, and I travelled 
to Saba and Statia for the first 
time which was a fantastic experi-
ence. You can find those photos 
everywhere on the websites of 
ZVK and RCN. It’s a great pity 
my dad is not here to see how far 
I’ve come, but I am sure that 
whereever he is, he is proud of 
me. 

I love my island with all my 
heart. Some people say it’s bor-
ing, but there is always something 
to do if you make it happen! For 
me it’s a great inspiration to show 
that things can be done here too. I 
love to take photos at cultural 
events to show the world what’s 
happening here and how beautiful 
it is. I love the uniqueness of Bon-
aire: its culture and traditions and 
its nature, above and underwater. I 
believe that on Bonaire all is pos-
sible if you set your mind to it, 
because that’s what I did and it is 
happening. Don’t be afraid to take 
a risk; there is no ‘trying.’ Either 
you do it or you don’t - and I say: 
do it!”    Story  by Greta  Koois-
tra, photos by  Roëlton Thodé 

More info: 
www.roeltonthodephotography 
.com 

 

“I love my island with all my heart. Some 
people say it’s boring, but there is always 
something to do if you make it happen! ”  

Roëlton Thodé, Photographer 
Marian and Jaap 

Roëlton in the field, on the job 
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T hat the Mimic Octopus 
(Thaumoctopus 

mimicus) has the amazing 
ability to mimic lionfish, sea 
snakes, anemones, jellyfish, 
flatfish, brittle stars, giant 
crabs, stingrays, flounders and 
mantis shrimp! 

It is typically covered in 
brown and white stripes and 
spots and mostly inhabits the 
tropical seas of South East 
Asia. It usually gets up to 
about two feet long and uses 
jets of water to sashay over the 
sand, searching for prey. Its 
body mostly consists of mus-
cle without any spines or type 
of armor, thus it is desirable to 
many deep-water predators, 
especially since they do not 
possess poison or venom. For 
defense it utilizes mimicry to 
avoid these predators, but also 
to feed on other animals that would usually 
attempt to escape once they see an octopus. 
They are extremely intelligent and have the 
ability to camouflage by changing the color 
and texture of their skin in order to avoid 
predators. They are also so intelligent that 
they are able to decide upon which creature 
to impersonate in order to present the great-
est threat. For example when in the vicinity 
of territorial damselfish, it mimics their 
known predator, the banded sea snake. To 
mimic a lionfish it spreads its legs and lin-
gers on the ocean floor and lets its arms 
float behind to emulate the fins of a lionfish. 
When it mimics a sea snake, it buries its 
entire body in sand and leaves a few tenta-

cles exposed so it appears as a few danger-
ous snakes wriggling around!  This story 
by Fadilah Ali first appeared in the Septem-
ber 30, 2013, edition of The Bonaire Re-
porter.  

 
Ali was a PhD 

Student at the 
University of 
Southampton 
working at 
CIEE Research 
Station Bonaire  

All are appearances of the same octopus.   

                       DETOX DIETS 
 

D etox is a popular buzzword in the 
health and beauty world. The idea 

behind detoxing is that from time to time 
we need to clear the “toxic waste” from our 
body in order to stay healthy. In particular, 
we might be tempted to detox after over-
indulging, for example at Christmas.  
Some of the claims made in relation to de-
tox diets include: rapid weight loss; im-
proved digestion; improved hair, nails and 
skin; improved energy levels; boosted im-
mune system; and banished cellulite. Detox 
diets can last from around one day to 
around one month and may involve: 
•fasting for short periods of time  
•consuming only fruits and vegetables  
•cutting out wheat and dairy foods  
•consuming a limited range of foods  
•avoiding caffeine and alcohol 
•detox solutions – a range of pills, lotions, 
potions. 
 
Exploring the myths 
The whole idea of detox is nonsense. The 
body is a well-developed system that has its 
own built-in mechanisms to detoxify and 
remove waste and toxins. Our body con-
stantly filters out, breaks down and excretes 
toxins and waste products like alcohol, 
medications, products of digestion, dead 
cells, chemicals from pollution and bacte-
ria. The body has numerous organs, such as 
the skin, gut, liver and kidney, that continu-
ally ‘detoxify’ the body from head to toe by 
responding to signals, in the form of hor-
mones, to remove any waste products. 
There are no pills or specific drinks, 
patches or lotions that can do a magic job. 
If you have over-indulged on alcohol, for 
example, the liver works hard to break 
down the alcohol into products it can re-
move. 
 
Being well-hydrated is a sensible strategy, 
but drinking too much water can be as dan-
gerous as not drinking enough. It sounds 
predicable, but for the vast majority of peo-
ple, a sensible diet and regular physical 
activity really are the only ways to properly 
maintain and maximize your health. People 
often say they feel better when detoxing 
and connect that feeling to what they are/
are not eating. However, not smoking, 
drinking less alcohol, getting enough sleep, 
fresh air and exercise will also help you feel 
healthier and more energized. This is more 
likely to be the cause of feeling better rather 
than lotions, potions or food exclusions. 

       The virtues of fruit and veg  
Detox diets often promote the benefits of 
fruits and vegetables. Of course fruits and 
vegetables are an important part of a bal-
anced diet and we should all eat at least five 
portions a day. They provide vitamins, min-
erals, antioxidants and dietary fiber, but no 
single fruit or vegetable can provide a 
‘cure’ or ‘miracle’ - it’s the variety that 
counts.  
             Allergy to wheat and dairy? 
Promoters of detox diets often claim that to 
‘detoxify’ the body you need to exclude 
foods such as wheat and dairy products. 
The reality is that these foods provide us 

with important nutrients. It is unnecessary 
and potentially harmful to simply cut them 
from the diet especially if you are not re-
placing them with other foods to replace the 
lost nutrients.If you think you have an al-
lergy or intolerance to milk, wheat, or any 
other food then see your doctor for a proper 
diagnosis. They can refer you to a dietitian 
for safe, evidence-based advice.  
         The facts about fasting 
Fasting, or severely restricting what you 
eat, limits intake of energy (calories) and 
important nutrients needed for health and 
wellbeing. Rapid weight loss can occur, but 
this weight loss is largely water and glyco-
gen (the body’s carbohydrate stores), rather 
than fat. You may feel tired and dizzy and 
it’s likely you’ll have less energy while you 
are following an extreme detox program. 
Furthermore, if you are fasting, your body 
won’t have the necessary fuel available to 
carry out physical activity and exercise – an 
important aspect of general wellbeing and 
healthy weight management. At the end of 
the program, if you return to your old eat-
ing habits, you are likely to put back on any 
weight you lost.  
                 A balanced diet 
It does make sense to avoid excessive in-
takes of caffeine, alcohol and high-fat, high
-sugar foods and eat some fresh foods, 
which a lot of the ‘detox diets’ suggest. 
However, if you want to maintain optimal 
health then the best approach is a balanced 
diet, with at least five portions of vegeta-
bles and fruit a day; small portions of 
wholegrain carbohydrates; lean meat, fish 
and alternatives like beans and pulses; and 
low-fat dairy products. Keep to sensible 
alcohol and caffeine limits too. If you are 
looking to lose weight then consider reduc-
ing portion sizes, and don’t forget to be 
active every day.  

              Summary 
Detox diets are a marketing myth rather 
than nutritional reality. They sound like a 
great concept and it would be fabulous if 
they really delivered all that they promised! 
Unfortunately, many of the claims made by 
detox diet promoters are exaggerated, not 
based on robust science and any benefit is 
short lived. While they may encourage 
some positive habits like eating more fruit 
and vegetables, it’s best to enjoy a healthy, 
varied diet and active lifestyle rather than 
following a detox diet. Lucinda van der 
Wardt  

 van der Wardt has been a registered 
dietitian and sports instructor for more 
than 20 years . After working for more than 
10 years in a University hospital in Amster-
dam and later in her private practice she is 
currently owner of  Food and Vitality Dieti-
tian practice located at Bon Bida health 
centre in Kralendijk. 

More info: www.foodandvitality.info 
tel: 599-785-0170 
lucindada@foodandvitality.info 
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Inexpensive for the value received— 
One price for print edition, on-line edition,  

Twitter and Facebook! 
Reliable and Respected—25 years of  

continuous publication 
Newspaper ads really work!  Check out  

our successful advertisers 
Local news, original stories, award winning 

writers and  photographers.  
Join a class act 

Join us now. Classified Ads from $20, bigger 
ads from $58. 

No INCREASE In sales? 
Blurry Photos and Printing? 

Can’t Find Your Ad In the Clutter? 

 

T aste of Bonaire (TOB) is a unique event held about 
once a month that brings visitors and tourists to 

Wilhelmina Park to sample the offerings of Bonaire’s res-
taurants at low prices. The last TOB, held on Saturday, 
August 2, had as usual great music, food, art, handicrafts 
with a Recycling theme. The event which ran from 6 pm to 
10 pm featured a talent show, the Tes A Vesa Band, music 
by Massiv, the Peru Dancers, honors to the Bonaire Youth 
Outreach Foundation, dazzling modeling by Miss Bonaire 
and Miss Tourism Bonaire and more.   G.D. photos by 
Wilna Gronenenboom 

To start advertising call Laura at 786-6518 
Email: Laura@bonairenews.com  

Wilna Groenenboom photos 

Whole lot of cooking going on! 

Lots of people enjoyed the entertainment 

Arts and Crafts 

Gorgeous clothes made from discarded material 
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The dream construction material, asbes-
tos, of the mid-20th century turned out to be 
a nightmare in the 21st when it was discov-

ered that breathing it caused very severe 
lung illnesse. Asbestos has been found on 

Bonaire; what comes next? 

L ast week the company Kiwa 
Oesterbaai (a part of Kiwa Compli-

ance) completed a large-scale asbestos 
survey on Bonaire. The main focus was 
on asbestos presence on roofs of build-
ings. First, there were visual checks if 
roofs are made of roof tiles, metal or ce-
ment corrugated sheets. Older cement 
roofs can contain asbestos. Newer ones 
are asbestos-free.  

To determine if asbestos is present in 
cement roofs is not easy. “After hearing 
about the large-scale asbestos survey,” 
Kiwa Oesterbaai’s analyst Joris Gribnau 
tells us, “concerned locals from Bonaire 
asked us to additionally inspect and test 
their buildings, because lots of asbestos 
containing materials have been used by 
contractors in the past.”  

In this light, Kiwa Oesterbaai took sam-
ples from Bonaire to their Rotterdam 
Laboratory. To determine if asbestos is 
present, (and if so which type, what 
amount and which percentage) the sam-
ples needed to be tested. Kiwa Inspection 
& Testing is an accredited high-tech 
Laboratory which specializes in analysis 
for the presence of asbestos and other 
hazardous materials.  

In the laboratory, an analyst inspects a 
piece of cement taken from a site on Bon-
aire. “First we check the material using a 
microscope. To make it easier to visually 
detect asbestos we sometimes break the 
material first. By enlarging the material 
under a microscope I can see if there is 
asbestos present and which type it is.” 
The Kiwa Inspection & Testing analyst 
continues, “I am trained and experienced 
in determining the type and can also make 
a statement on the percentage of asbestos 
in the material. In this instance I see two 
different types of asbestos in one sample. 
Sometimes I have to reconfirm my analy-
sis by adding liquid which makes the as-
bestos react in certain colors. 

Although there is no asbestos laboratory 
yet present on Bonaire itself, much of the 
asbestos survey can be done visually. “A 
professional visual survey on this scale 
will suffice for determination of asbestos’ 
presence.”  

“To make Bonaire safe and 
asbestos free lots of work has 
to be done,” Mr. Gribnau 
from Kiwa Oesterbaai, who 
is responsible for the project, 
says. “We are looking for-
ward to working with the 
Bonaire Island Government 
and together start a perma-
nent training and educational 
center, so locals can become 
official asbestos inspectors,” 
continued Mr. Gribnau. “It 
will stimulate local employ-
ment and other countries in 
the Caribbean region might 
also benefit from certified 
asbestos inspectors from 
Bonaire; asbestos doesn’t 
have a nationality after all.”  

If you have questions about 
the safety, want your specific 
material to be tested or want 
more information on asbestos 
in general, please contact 
Kiwa Oesterbaai / Kiwa 
Compliance: website: 
www.kiwaoesterbaai.nl /  or 
email: 
info@kiwaoesterbaai.nl 

Story by Daniël Kwee, 
photos by Wilna Groenen-
boom  

Asbestos in a Bonaire sample 

Computerized analysis equipment  
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Penny Lane is one flight upstairs of La Terraza,  
downtown Kralendijk 

Kaya Grandi #23-G, Up the stairs—Across from Gio’s Ice Cream,  
Shopping Hours: Tues: 10am to 5:30;  Weds & Thurs: 10:30 to 5:30    

Friday: 10am to 5:30  Saturday: 11am to 3:00pm Closed – Sun. and Mon. 
Phone 599-795-9332    email- Pennylanebonaire@hotmail.com 

A lthough you might not be able to 
see it, there is a lot of buzzing 

going on. Should you close your eyes, 
you might hear it…..  It might not be 
loud, but in the background a lot of peo-
ple are concerned about handicapped 
accessibility on our beautiful island and 
they think that it is time for change. 

The elderly on Bonaire have become a 
large group of people who need attention. 
They feel alone, feel misunderstood, want 
to go places but cannot do so, are stuck in 
their homes. On Facebook Dare to Ask 
(DurftevragenBonaire), Liane 
Francees asks her burning question: she 
is looking for volunteers who want to 
help these elderly people. So, if you have 
time to spare, if you want to offer a help-
ing hand, if you want to feel and make 
yourself useful… here is your chance. 
Contact Liana and volunteer. There may 
be no pay, but the rewards are priceless.  

A fortnight ago I wrote about the peer 
group for caretakers that is being formed. 
Especially the elderly that suffer from 
Alzheimer’s disease and the physically 
handicapped who are being taken care of 
by their direct family members need at-
tention.  The wives, husbands, daughters, 
sons stand by their loved one 24 hours a  
day. And this is becoming a very hard 
thing to do. The whole day long you need 
to take care in many different ways and 
the nights are always broken. One hardly 
or never gets a moment to rest. Now there 
are patients who can take part in a day-
care solution and now we have this won-
derful opportunity of “respijt-care” in the 
hospice. But there is much need of short 
term help. Volunteers who can take care 
for one, two or maybe  three hours or a 
morning or an afternoon so the caregiver 
at home can do some shopping, go “do 
things that need to get done.” 

Should you want to lend a hand in these 
situations, please contact me, Ria Evers-
Dokter. And also in these cases: the re-
wards will be priceless. 

MiVaBo, the handicapped awareness 
foundation, is working very, very hard in 
the background for more accessibility in 
different ways. So please stay tuned for 
more exciting news from them. 

Animal Awareness 
And now to a special little story. Ani-

mals are beautiful and special and there 
are some animals that have special 
“Gifts” or abilities. Take our cat for ex-
ample. Our Kitty walked into our life 
when he was about seven weeks old. He 
was yelling and crying and also bleeding. 
He allowed me to pick him up and I 
could take a look at his little tabby body. 
There was a bleeding sore on his right 
flank and it seemed as if he had been 
wounded by the sharp leaf of an agave.  I 
put the kitten  on the table in front of my 
husband and asked him to stroke the little 
cat very carefully. They bonded right at 
that moment. The kitten needed a name 
and since my husband suffers from apha-
sia, it needed to be a name he would be 
able to pronounce. Since I call 
“kitty...kitty...kitty” when I want the cats 
to come to me, he picked the name 
“Kitty.”  

Very soon Kitty understood that he was 
the one we were calling when he heard 
that name, so that was settled.                                                                                                                                   
My husband suffers from epilepsy and 
these epileptic fits vary a lot. They can be 
a “grand mal” or an “absence.” I began to 
notice that every time my husband got 
sick, Kitty was never far. I also noted that 
Kitty would come and “call me,” run into 
the house and walk into the bedroom. 
And there I always found my husband, 
having a seizure. I even filmed this be-
havior and showed it to the neurologist. 
The doctor was very charmed by our 
sweet Kitty and told me that we have a 
very special cat. 

 
Now, please, consider becoming a vol-

unteer, even if it  is 
only one hour a week.  

And carefully ob-
serve the behavior of 
your cat.  Story & 
photo by Ria Evers-
Dokter 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

A very special cat 

 

 

 

I t’s a scene you see almost 
every day.  A vehicle parked in 

the reserved handicapped parking 
spot. Since Bonaire hasn’t a formal 
“handicapped parking permit” de-
cal, you can never be sure that the 
driver is handicapped. 

 

That is unless you see him nimbly 
exit his car and head into a shop.   

 

We challenged the driver of this 
truck who pulled into the handi-
capped reserved spot at Kooyman; 
perhaps he didn’t notice the sign?  

 He chose to ignore us and contin-
ued on his way.  Not nice.  

It’s tough enough being disabled. 
Don’t make it tougher.   G.D. 

 

 
 Give It a Name And Win $200!  On  

November 8, Mental Health Caribbean 
(MHC) will officially open their treatment 
center for children and youngsters with 
psychiatric and/or psychological problems 
in Bonaire. But the Center needs a name. 
And they want someone from the BES Is-
lands to come up with it. 

The winner will be announced on open-
ing day. 

Rules: 
♦ -The name can be 1, 2 or 3 words long 

 

♦ -It can be in English, Papiamentu or 
Dutch. 

♦ -The name does not have to be related to 
psychiatry or psychology. 

♦ -Include an explanation of why you think 
this name is a winner. 

♦ -Kids and teenagers can also participate. 
♦ -Must be submitted before October 1, 

2018. 
E-mail or app your creation, include your 

name, phone number and birth date to 
Christine.Alvarez 
@mentalhealthcaribbean.com  
or call +599-796-1037   G./L.D. 

Flotsam and Jetsam (Continued from page 3) 

Accessibility Progresses and the Abilities of  Cats  (Wheelchair Challenges #17) 
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F inally I found the name for the many 
“fat plants” in my yard. Kalanchoe. 

What a beautiful name. My whole yard is 
full of them. Once you have a certain type 
of plant, soon you have a yard full. But I 
don’t mind. They are not in the way and 
when I look for space to plant something 
else, I just push them aside and they keep 
on growing. In certain places they cover 
the surface so nicely that it’s just like a 
green carpet on the soil. These plants are 
popular on Bonaire and I see them in many 
yards, just growing like that. 

Few people know about them, but once 
they find out what kind of rare plants they 
are - full of health benefits– they will show 
more respect for them. “It’s not medicine 
that heals but education does,” a wise man 
once said. And with this article you will 
understand what kind of wonder plants we 
have right here on Bonaire. 

 There are 125 species of tropical succu-
lent plants spread all over the world in 
tropical and subtropical areas. Some of 
these Kalanchoe plants  are cultivated as 
ornamental houseplants and rock or succu-
lent garden plants. They are popular be-
cause of their easy propagation, low water 
requirements, and wide variety of flower 
colors which are typically borne in clusters 
well above the phylloclade (flattened stem 
or branch that functions as a leaf).  

There are certain species, "air plants," the 
Kalanchoe pinnata, where new individuals 
develop as plantlets. These young plants 
eventually drop off and take root. There is 
no male plant, only a female which flowers 
and produces seeds, commonly called the 
mother of thousands! Kalanchoes are char-
acterized by opening their flowers by 
growing new cells on the inner surface of 
the petals to force them outwards and on 
the outside of petals to close them. When 
they bloom, they bloom for a long time and 
look good for  a long time.  

When potting Kalanchoe, check that the 

plant is free from pests and disease. Wilted 
flowers or yellow leaves indicate that the 
plant is not in top condition. Caterpillars 
like the Kalanchoe and can eat the whole 
plant.  

The plant stores moisture in the thick 
leaves; watering once a week is enough. 
Too much water is definitely to be avoided. 
It’s better for the soil to be a little too dry 
than much too wet. Carefully remove 
wilted flowers, while avoiding damage to 
new buds. The thick fleshy leaves of the 
flowering Kalanchoe is a succulent, mean-
ing that the plant needs little care and is 
therefore suitable for people without 
“green thumbs.” They prefer a light to 
sunny spot, both indoors and outdoors.  

Here on Bonaire Kalanchoe plants are 
called "Mala Madre," because of the many 
plants it produces that can cover a whole 
yard. 

 
The health benefit of different Kalanchoe 

types are tremendous. In Jamaica they call 
the Kalanchoe “leaf of life.” In traditional 
medicine, certain Kalanchoe species have 
been used to treat ailments such as infec-
tions and rheumatism.  Avoid this herb 
during pregnancy and remember it is a 
medicine. So don't use it constantly, just 
for a short time.  

 
Some Kalanchoe stand out because of 

their beautiful bell-shaped flowers and 
leaves. I have some of these Kalanchoe 
species, Kalanchoe pinnata. (See photo) 
These bell-shaped flowers are like an um-

brella of bells and can  bloom for more 
than two months. I was impressed by the 
beauty of  these green bells with a dark 
brown spot on each bell.  Later from an-
other specie I got an umbrella of bells but  
in a green-pink color, and for another eight 
weeks I could enjoy this plant’s beauty.  

 
A nice thing to know is that Kalanchoe is 

one of the first plants to be sent into space, 

  

KALANCHOE 

Close up of Kalanchoe flower bells 
 in my garden 

sent on a resupply to the Soviet Salyut.  
With this information I want to make a 

link to science: Gardening on Mars. 
Oh yes, it will really happen. In a science 

paper I read that when the first people put 
foot on Mars, they should have green fin-
gers, because they have to grow their own 
food. That will be a big challenge, even for 
those people who’ve studied for that.  

 
Wieger Wamelink, a Dutch scientist who 

did research at the University in Wagenin-
gen, Holland, experienced how difficult 
gardening will be on Mars.  Soil, circum-
stances, life—all totally different up there— 
and it’s a big challenge. He tried all kinds of 
plants in a special greenhouse in Wagenin-
gen in a replica soil of the planet Mars. The 
results were amazing. He had expected 
fewer results because of the poor soil with a 

lot of heavy metals. But from a few seeds in 
a small container he got 8,400 plants. That 
was mind blowing. But as he said there 
needs to be a lot of experiments to find out 
what and under which conditions humans 
can grow their own food on the red planet.  

 
So  Kalanchoe plants have traveled a long 

way into space already. But for now you can 
have the Kalanchoe right here in your yard, 
here on Earth, on Bonaire too. They grow on 
their own and can 
provide you with a lot 
of goodies.   

So just do it.    
  

Story & photos by 
Angliet, Nature Lover 

 

S ensei Peter Silberie founded BonKarate in November 1979 in Bonaire. 
The main objectives of the school are Respect, Discipline and Persever-

ance. Generations of Bonairean youngsters have learned restraint, self respect 
and physical skills studying this martial art.  

Bonaire’s young karate practitioners, called karateka (空手家), take part in 
competitions on Bonaire and overseas. Typically, the team returns home with 
fistfuls of medals. 

They are traveling to Rio at the end of the month to take part in the Cadet, 
Junior and Under 21 XXIX Pan American Karate Championships in Rio’s 
Olympic Park. 

Participation in a sanctioned international event like this can become expen-
sive. In addition to the airfare to Rio, hotel accommodations and meals, each 
participating athlete has to pay $100, plus $300 a team. 

Team members held a carwash and BBQ at the end of July to help with the 
expenses (see photo above).    G.D., Wilna Gronenboom photos 

Working at the car wash:  Sensei Peter Silberie, coach of the team,  with  
members Everone, Katty, Miguel and Theursten 

Fundraising BBQ 

The characteristic Kalanchoe leaves 
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REGULAR EVENTS 
  Rooi Lamoenchi Kunuku Park 
Tours $21 (includes tax). Discounts 
for residents and local people. Tel. 717
-8489, 540-9800. 
Soldachi Tours—See the Real Bonaire 
and be transported back in time. Learn 
about the history, culture and nature by 
Bonaireans from Rincon. Call Maria 
Koeks for more information: 796-7870, 
717-6435. 
Parke di Libertat -Park-playground 
and canteen (formerly Dare to Care 
Park)  Behind the hospital. Open Mon-
day-Saturday 8am-7pm. Entry fee 
based on income level. 
Nature Organization, STINAPA, has 
frequent events– bird watching, sunset 
hikes, lectures, etc. Go to their website 
for more information of events for the 
rest of 2018: stinapabonaire.org/
events 
Saturdays 
•Marshe di Playa (Bonaire Duodero)-
Every Saturday, 8am-1pm, near 
Warehouse Bonaire, locally made and 
grown products.  
•Marshe di Kunukero (Farmers Mar-
ket) at Kriabon-First Saturday of the 
Month. Kaminda Jatu Baco #55, next 
to Aquamarin School, 8am-12noon 
•Monthly Cultural Market at Man-
gazina di Rei—Usually the last Sat-
urday of the month, 8am-1pm. See 
the real Bonaire: traditional music, 
crafts, local produce, Creole kitchen, 
educational presentations. Mangazina 
di Rei is on the Rincon Road, at the 
eastern entrance to Rincon. Free en-
trance 
•Bonaire Animal Shelter’s Garage 
Sale (Pakus di Pruga)—every Satur-
day, 8am-5pm. At Kaminda Liberador 
Simon Bolivar, across from Brandaris 
Café. Tel. 717-4989. Drop cast offs on 
Saturdays or at the Shelter on the La-
goen Road weekdays. 717-4989 

•Last Saturday of the month – do-
nate foods and household items to 
Food Bank (Stichting voedselbank 
Bonaire) from 9:30am-2pm at Van den 
Tweel Supermarket Z Rei is on i 

Petanque- Jeu de Boules, 2:30-6 
pm,   Bolascentre GOLDFINCH (next 
to baseball centre on Kaminda Soro-
bon)  Info: 786-0150  

 Mondays 
• Bonaire Goat Farm Tour—9 am. 
Meet the goats, see milking, and more. 
$10 includes tea. Kids $5.   786-6950- 
Also on Wednesdays & Fridays.   
Wednesdays 

•Bonaire Goat Farm Tour—9am. 
See Monday for more information.  
•Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire 
(STCB) presents an informative slide 
show: Sea Turtles of Bonaire, at 8pm, 
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday. Pres-
entation  upstairs at Yellow Submarine 
Dive Shop, Kaya Playa Lechi 24 cour-
tesy of Dive Friends. 
•General 12-step meeting (AA, NA, 
CoDa etc.) -Every Wednesday at 
Bonaire Basics, Kaya Korona 47. Starts 
at 19.15, ends at 20.30, walk in from 
19.00. For more information, email: 

12stepbonaire@gmail.com  
•Chess Club  meets to play starting at 
6 pm at Tera Cora Ranch.  
• Echo offers free (donation-based) 
Public Conservation Tours at 4:30. No 
reservation needed. 
For optimal birding, you can also book 
a private tour by calling 701-1188 or 
email info@echobonaire.org.  Please 
give at least one day's notice. Private 
tours are $25/person with 2 person 
minimum.   
Fridays 

•Bonaire Goat Farm Tour—9am. 
See Monday for more information  

CLUBS and MEETINGS 
  Lions Club meets every 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 8 pm at 
Kaya Sabana #1. All Lions welcome. 
For more information call 510-0710. 

  Rotary lunch meetings Wednes-
days, 12:15-2 pm - Divi Flamingo 
Beach Resort in Peter Hughes meeting 
room upstairs above the dive shop. All 
Rotarians welcome. Call Gregory 
Obersi 785-9446.  

Toastmasters Club meets every two 
weeks. For more information call Cru-
sita de Palm at 786-3827 or Lucia Mar-
tinez Beck, at 786-2953.   

CHURCH  SERVICES  
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-Day Saints --Kaya Sabena 26 Sun-
day Services - Papiamentu/Espanol   
9am to 12 noon  Add’l Info  (599) 701- 
9522 Dutch/English   1pm to 3pm  Ad-
d’l Info (599) 701-2892 

Protestant Congregation of Bon-
aire: ( VPGB ), Kralendijk, Plaza Wil-
helmina; Sunday service-10am in 
Dutch. Rincon, Kaya C.D. Crestian; 
Sunday service-8:30am in Papiamentu/
Dutch. 
Children’s Club-every Saturday from 
4:30-6 pm in Kralendijk, (annex of the 
church.)  

Contact: Marytjin@gmail.com or 
Daisycoffie@hotmail.com 

International Bible Church, Kaya 
Papago 104, Hato, behind Bon Fysio/
Bon Bida Spa & Gym on Kaya Gob. N. 
Debrot. Sunday 9am-Worship service 
in English; 10:45am-Sunday school for 
all ages. 717-8332 for more info or ride 
bonaireibc@gmail.com. 
Catholic: San Bernardus in Kral-
endijk – Services, Sunday at 8am and 
7pm in Papiamentu.  

 Our Lady of Coromoto in Antriol- 
Saturday at 6pm in English. Mass in 
Papiamentu on Sunday at 9am and 
6pm. 717-4211.  

Assembly of God (Asemblea di 
Dios): Kaya Triton (Den Cheffi). In 
English, Dutch & Papiamentu on Sun-
day at 10am. Wednesday- Prayer Meet-
ing at 7:30 pm. 717-2194   

Prayer Walk at Rooi Lamoenchi 
every first Sunday of the Month (or on 
request) for all followers of Christ. Hours: 
4.30 pm till 7.30 pm.  
Contact Ellen Cochrane-Herrera at   
ellenherreracochrane@yahoo.ca  or 
phone 717-8489 or +5999-540-9800 Eng-
lish//Papiamentu/Dutch/Spanish    

CLOSE IN EVENTS  
  
 
August 12 & 13—Perseid Me-
teor Shower.   
 
August 16- Thursday—
Stinapa will give a presenta-
tion on the ecological restora-
tion of Lac Bay and the 
southern coast of Bonaire.  
7-8pm, DCNA, Kaya Finlandia 
10A 
 
Saturday, August 18—Animal 
Shelter 35th  Birthday Cele-
bration—Live music, raffles, 
prizes, adoption fair, book and 
craft market, more! 9am-noon. 
More on page 14 
 
Saturday, August 25—Nos 
Zjilea Cutural Event at Man-
gazina di Rei  8am-2pm. Tra-
ditional music, crafts, local pro-
duce, creole kitchen, educa-
tional presentations. On the 
Rincon Road at eastern en-
trance to Rincon. Free entrance. 
 
Sunday, August 26-Mountain 
Bike Bastista Service Fun 
Race at  Barkadera, $10, Sign 
up at 7:30.  Info at Freeweiler 
Bike Shop.  
 
September 1—C’est La Vie  to 
play at Woodstock, 9pm. 
More on page 3 
 
September 1-7—Bonaire In-
ternational Dance Festival 
 
Thursday, September 6—
Bonaire Flag Day, legal holi-
day, at one of the barrios. Lo-
cals and visitors dance, eat, 
drink on the streets, bands, Mo-
torcycle event with over 400 
participants flying in from 
around the world. All day. 
 
September 8-15— Mindful 
Diver New Moon Retreat. For 
more information email sarah 
@mindfuldiver.com. 
 

 

EXHIBITIONS 

—“Salute to the Sailors”– old mari-
time photos from the Bonaire Maritime 
Heritage Foundation, Museo Bonaire, 
Kaya Kachi Craane #34, free. 

—Coral Restoration Exhibit-  
Terramar Museum  

—Yana’s Fine Art Exhibition at  
Bistro di Paris /Zazu Bar-   
  Info:  599 785-5002 

 

      BONAIRE’S MUSEUMS 

•Terramar Museum at Terramar Shop-
ping Mall, on the waterfront. Monday-
Saturday 9am-6pm. Sunday, closed. 
Cruise ship days 9am-6pm, $10, $5 for 
residents, children free, 717-0423, 780-
4327 

•Museo Bonaire on the waterfront at the 
old Kas di Arte, Kaya Kachi Craane #34. 
717-8868. Monday-Friday 9am-noon, 2-
4pm. Free 

• Mangasina di Rei,  Rincon. See, 
Feel and Taste the Culture of Bonaire. 
Enjoy the view from “The King’s Store-
house.”  Monday-Friday. Cultural Market 
last Saturday of  the month. Call  786-
2101 

•Chichi i Tan Museum. Step into the 
past—a typical old Bonairean home, fur-
nishings and garden. Open Thursdays 
through Sundays. Call for reservations 
717-3183 or 795-2021 Free but donations 
appreciated. Kaya Melon #4, behind 
Rose Inn in Rincon.  

•Washington-Slagbaai National Park 
Museum and Visitors’ Center. Open 
daily 8 am-5 pm. Closed on December 
25th and January 1st. Call 788 - 9015 or 
796 - 5681 

•Tanki Maraka Heritage Park and 
Open Air Museum. Site of an American 
soldiers’ camp during WWII. Self guided 
tour with excellent signage. After leaving 
Kralendijk on the Rincon Road watch for 
sign to the park on the right. Driveway to 
entrance just a short distance. Free entry. 

•Yana’s Fine Art Museum at Lagoen 
Hill 19-  Call for appointment:  599 785-
5002.  Free entry. 

•Bonaire Museum of National History 
Kaya Julio C. van der Ree #7, open 
Thursday through Saturday and cruise 
ship days, 10am-4pm. Free entrance   

Date     Ship             Time                    #PAX 
21-Aug Monarch 0700-1800 2744 

28-Aug Monarch 0700-1800 2744 

31-Aug Equinox 0700-1800 2744 

4– Sept Monarch 0700-1800 2744 
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Bonaire-Sun Rise/Set, Moon Phase and Tides 
        Winds and weather can further influence the local tide’s height and time 

Day High Low High Low High Sunrise Sunset 

Who’s Who on The Bonaire Reporter 
Celebrating 25 years of continuous publishing 

Take The Reporter Home—1-year subscription via Internet, Free (asking a 
$35 Internet donation.) For information about subscriptions, stories or adver-
tising in The Bonaire Reporter, PO Box 407, Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean; phone 
(599) 786-6518, 796-6125,  E-mail: info@bonairereporter.com 

      —-Produced using 100% renewable energy since 2006—
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Bonaire Reporter Classifieds— Really Work! 

Got something to buy or sell? 
  

Non-Business Classified Ads (up to 4 lines/ 20± words) are  
still  FREE for 2  insertions.  

Commercial Ads only $0. 77 per word, for each two-week issue. Call  786-6518 or 777-6125 or email 
info@bonairereporter.com  

 
 +(599) 785-6272  
hansoutdoor@hotmail.com 
www.outdoorbonaire.com 

For Quality 
House and Office 

Cleaning  and 
Maintenance ..  

CALL  JRA 
Serving Bonaire for 

more than 20 years 
Honest, Reliable, Efficient, Thorough, 

Low rates, References. One time or many. 
Phone 785-9041 … and relax. 

 

Ad Space Avail-
able 

Free for non-commercial use 

Frequent Daily Flights 
between  Bonaire  

and Curaçao and Aruba 

Divi Divi Air 

Reservations  
24 hours a day 

Call (+5999 839-1515)  
or (+5999 563-1913) 

Now Non-stop to AUA  

Mon 13 
01:54    

0.89 ft 
10:00    

−0.18 ft 
15:40    

0.48 ft 
21:25    

0.16 ft   6:24 18:56 

Tue 14 
02:59    

0.78 ft 
10:44    

−0.16 ft 
16:34    

0.61 ft 
22:57    

0.13 ft   6:24 18:56 

Wed 15 
04:05    

0.66 ft 
11:25    

−0.14 ft 
17:24    

0.73 ft     6:24 18:55 

Thu 16   
00:18    

0.08 ft 
05:10    

0.56 ft 
12:05    

−0.10 ft 
18:10    

0.83 ft 6:24 18:55 

Fri 17   
01:29    

0.02 ft 
06:13    

0.47 ft 
12:43    

−0.06 ft 
18:53    

0.90 ft 6:24 18:54 

Sat 18 
First 

Quarter 
02:32    

−0.03 ft 
07:12    

0.39 ft 
13:18    

−0.02 ft 
19:36    

0.94 ft 6:24 18:54 

Sun 19   
03:30    

−0.05 ft 
08:08    

0.33 ft 
13:51    

0.02 ft 
20:16    

0.96 ft 6:24 18:53 

Mon 20   
04:24    

−0.06 ft 
09:01    

0.28 ft 
14:21    

0.06 ft 
20:56    

0.95 ft 6:24 18:53 

Tue 21   
05:17    

−0.06 ft 
09:53    

0.24 ft 
14:47    

0.09 ft 
21:35    

0.93 ft 6:24 18:52 

Wed 22   
06:10    

−0.04 ft 
10:48    

0.20 ft 
15:10    

0.12 ft 
22:13    

0.89 ft 6:24 18:52 

Thu 23   
07:03    

−0.02 ft 
11:50    

0.19 ft 
15:28    

0.15 ft 
22:52    

0.85 ft 6:25 18:51 

Fri 24   
07:55    

−0.00 ft 
13:11    

0.19 ft 
15:39    

0.18 ft 
23:32    

0.80 ft 6:25 18:50 

Sat 25   
08:42    

0.01 ft       6:25 18:50 

Sun 26 
00:14    

0.74 ft 
09:22    

0.04 ft     
Full 

Moon 6:25 18:49 

Mon 27 
01:01    

0.68 ft 
09:53    

0.06 ft 
15:59    

0.33 ft 
19:30    

0.31 ft   6:25 18:49 

Wouldn’t your small business 
ad look good here? 

(As low as $25) 
Email : 

reporter@bonairenews.com 
 with your request 

 Want to make a  
difference on Bonaire? 

 
Publish a newspaper 

 
Take over 

The Bonaire Reporter  
Easy terms 

George@bonairereporter.com 
796-6125 

We are ready to service your 
 facilities like houses, offices,  

apartments, terraces and schools. 

One Call Cleans It All! 
 

Call:Sandra E. Meijer-Matias De Leon  
Cell: +(599) 782-1456 or  
           +(5999) 679-8367  
e-mail: meijer.matias@gmail.com  

 

Community newspaper advertising is still the best 
and most economical way to get new customers —- 

2018 Industry Marketing Study  
Contact: reporter@bonairenews.com or 796-6125 

$150 

FOR RENT—October 1st unfurnished house 2 bedrooms, airco's, ceiling fans,  
living room with large kitchen, many kitchen cabinets, large back porch, small front 
porch, tropical garden with drip system. No dogs. 2 minutes walking distance from 
Bachelors Beach, Belnem. Rent $770 excluded are utilities. 2 months deposit.  

Viewing possible after present renter is out of the house. Present renter not paying 
rent, therefore has to leave as soon as possible.  
  Phone 785-9900 email -theresebonaire@gmail.com 

 



Page 14   The Bonaire Reporter  August 13-27, 2018 

Shelter. Juri, staff and volunteers 
refitted the Shelter “kitchen” area 
into an “operating room,” built 
portable sterilization tables and 
turned the Shelter into what 
looked like a triage center. Two 

hundred dogs and 20 cats were 
sterilized in just that one week! 

In May 2009, “Bonny the Su-
perdog” sterilization campaign 
was launched with a goal of ster-
ilizing 500 animals within one 
year. Over 220 were sterilized in 
just the first three months of the 
campaign and it took less than a 
year to reach the goal of 500! 
Education programs in the 
schools and at the Shelter con-
tinue to emphasize the importance 
of sterilization. Each year the 
number of sterilizations in-
creases, averaging 450 per year. 
However, because the island 
population has almost doubled in 
less than 15 years, the Shelter 
continues to take in at least that 
number each year.  Accordingly, 
the sterilization campaign contin-
ues to be a top priority to this day.  

In 2007, Marlies Tiepel be-
came manager. During her tenure 
as manager she brought the Shel-
ter firmly into the 21st century. In 
2008, a major facelift took place 
supported by Krioyo Paint, 
Richard Duijn and others. The 
reception kennels were refur-

bished, all kennels repainted, 
grounds cleaned and cleared. The 
Shelter joined the cyber world 
and launched its own website and 
Facebook page.   

Fundraising ideas and sources 
were further developed. Biannual 
auctions for building projects, 
grant applications from off island 

sources like Dierenlot resulted in 
physical improvements, a Shelter 
vehicle for animal pickup and 
dropoff and a host of other much 
needed developments. Shelter 
capacity almost doubled, from 
40 dogs and 20 cats to a maxi-
mum of 70 dogs and 40 cats. 

In 2010, the Kouchi pa Bestia 
(drop off kennel) was built at the 
back gate of the Shelter. The 
kouchi provides a place for peo-
ple who choose to remain anony-
mous to leave the animals they no 
longer want. It also serves as a 
safe place to leave animals found 
roaming or injured during hours 
that the Shelter is not open.  In 
2017, the kouchi was enlarged 
and renovated to be able to ac-
commodate larger animals as well 
as small kittens. 

Staff and volunteer numbers 
grew during Marlies’ leadership 
as did the number of adoptions, 
sterilizations and the physical 
plant of the Shelter itself. In 
March 2014, a brand new puppy 
kennel was built and the former 
puppy kennel was transformed 
into the stunning “Palasio di 

Pushinan” (Cat Palace) that 
opened in November of that 
year. The palace was a much 
needed addition as the number of 
abandoned cats on the island 
continues to grow. Through the 
generosity of Lourae and 
Randy Kenoffel, and the sup-
port of BITS Bonaire and Brian 
Niessen, the Bonaire Cat Cams 
went live on line in 2014. Feline 
fans around the world can now 
watch Animal Shelter Bonaire’s 
feline residents frolic in their 
palace. 

Education of children was also 
a priority for Marlies. Desiree 
Croes of STINAPA developed a 
standard program that takes 
place on the Shelter property in 
coordination with the schools. 
The program features “stations” 
set up at all the kennels explain-
ing the proper care and needs of 
animals. Additionally, Shelter 
staff and volunteers make visits 
to the schools themselves, pro-
moting care and sterilization.  

After eight years of tireless and 
enthusiastic commitment, Marlies 
retired as manager and returned to 
Holland in 2015. But her love and 
support of the Shelter did not 
stop. To this day she continues to 
handle the Shelter’s website, col-
lect donations for the Shelter and 
will soon launch an on line web-
shop for Shelter merchandise. 

Nathalie Petersen took over 
the Shelter management from 
2015 to 2017. During that time 
new sponsors and supporters were 
recruited.  Kennel space was 
added, a volunteer dog walking 
program started, and certification 
as a training facility for interns 
from the Netherlands was ob-
tained.  

In 2017, Animal Shelter Bon-
aire turned a new page. For the 
first time in its history a “yu di 
tera” (child of Bonaire) was 
named as manager. Luvinia 
“Livi” Rodriguez is not only the 
first Bonairean to guide the Shel-
ter, she is also the first manager 
with formal education in animal 
care and health. Her role as man-
ager has resulted in an increasing 
number of local residents willing 
to learn and heed proper care of 
their animals as well as become 
involved with the 
Shelter’s pro-
grams. Her caring 
and gentle per-
sonality has cre-
ated a positive 
influence on the 
media and in the 
multi-cultural 
community of the 
island. Adoptions 
and sterilizations 
are again on the 
rise. 

THE FUTURE 
Unfortunately, 

there will likely 
never be a time 
when Animal 
Shelter Bonaire is 
no longer needed 

on the island. As with shelters 
across the globe, care for the un-
wanted and abandoned is a never 
ending commitment. Despite its 
monumental efforts and signifi-
cant achievements over 35 years, 
the Shelter must remain commit-
ted to its original goals set forth 
in the 1983 founding documents: 
providing care, food and accom-
modation to unwanted animals; 
ending animal overpopulation 
through sterilization; and educat-
ing the population of Bonaire 
about animal care. 

 

LAST AND CERTAINLY 
NOT LEAST:  

THE VOLUNTEERS 
None of this history would have 

occurred nor could it be written if 
it were not for the hundreds of 
volunteers who have been a part 
of the Shelter over the last 35 
years. The Shelter has just re-
cently increased its staff (all of 
whom work only part-time) to 
five members. Over the years the 
number of paid staff averaged 
only three. Obviously, it is the 
volunteers who have played the 
crucial role in keeping the Shelter 
alive and functioning since its 
inception. Only a few of their 

names have been included in this 
history, they cannot all be listed 
here.  As mentioned earlier in this 
piece you are not forgotten!  As 
we celebrate the 35 years of Ani-
mal Shelter Bonaire….we cele-
brate you as we stand on your 
shoulders.    Jane Disko-
Madden, Photos from various 
sources 

 
SPECIAL THANKS 

This his-
tory could 
not have 
been put 
together 
without the 
help of the 
following 
people: George and Laura De-
Salvo (Bonaire Reporter) for 
their archives, memories, and 
unending support and love for the 
Shelter; Louise Rood for the his-
tory she wrote for the 25th anni-
versary of which much is in-
cluded here; Paul Wichers for 
his help and support; Janet Thi-
bault  and Barbara van Olphen 
for their incredible memories.  

 

35 Years Animal Shelter Bonaire  
  (Cont. from pg. 5) 

 

T his is Tinus. Believe it or 
not he is just 11 months 

old, and  he has been with us for 
nine of those months! he was left 
here with his brother who was 
adopted not long ago. This young 
man loves to cuddle. It is hard to 
believe he is a “teenager.” Just 
like most teenagers he also loves 
to play. His favorite game is 
fetch as long as you are willing to 

chase him for the ball because 
bringing it back and letting it go 
is very hard for him. He's also 
full of energy, so if you are look-
ing for an active playful friend 
that will also keep you active, 
you should definitely come visit 
Tinus. 

Are you interested in meeting 
Tinus or one of his other friends? 
Please stop by at the Animal 
Shelter, Kaminda Lagun 26, 
Mon.-Fri. 9a.m.-12 p.m. and 3-5 
p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-3p.m. Non-
stop. 717989/7014989. Story 
& photo by Luvi Rodriguez  

 

Palasio di Pushinan” (Cat Palace)  

Animal Shelter Bonaire 2018 
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*to find it... just look up 
ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20)  Don't let 
others bait you into arguments. Dead end 
projects could plague you. You will have 
original ideas for ways to make extra 
money. Do some research if you want to 
find information that you can apply 
against the opposition you face. Your 
luckiest events will occur on a Sunday. 
 TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21)  Sudden 
changes at home will affect family mem-
bers more than you anticipated. You can 
help them with difficult projects. Your 
partner may not understand your mood 
swings but if you are willing to communi-
cate, a lot of grief can be avoided. Be sure 
to pay attention to your financial 
status. Your luckiest events this month 
will occur on a Monday. 

 GEMINI (May 22-June 21)  You will 
be emotional when dealing with cowork-
ers or employers. You might be overly 
emotional concerning situations at work. 
Don't beat around the bush; state your 
case in plain and simple terms. Don't 
overspend on luxury items. Your luckiest 
events will occur on a Sunday. 

 CANCER (June 22-July 22)  You'll be 
pleased with the results if you take the 
time to decorate your home. Problems 
with your partner could be reaching a 
high level of concern. You can spend a 
passionate evening with someone you 
cherish if you make your plans early. You 
can come into money; however, perhaps 
not under the best circumstances. Your 
luckiest events this month will occur on a 
Thursday. 

 LEO (July 23-Aug 22)  You may find 
yourself mixed up in a triangle of sorts. 
Your sensitive, affectionate nature will 
capture the heart of anyone you are at-
tracted to. Do your chores and get on with 
the things you enjoy doing. Children will 
be of major concern if you haven't kept 
the lines of communication open. Your 
luckiest events this month will occur on a 
Thursday. 

 VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)  Help oth-
ers solve their dilemmas. Your temper 
may get the better of you if a colleague 
has tried to ruin your reputation. Changes 
in your home environment may cause 
friction. Children may pose a problem if 
they don't like suggestions. Your luckiest 
events will occur on a Friday. 

 LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)  You can 
work in conjunction with those in the 
know in order to get to the bottom of any 
pending issue. Opportunities to get to-
gether with people in powerful positions 
could help you get ahead. Your lover 
probably won't put up with your behavior. 
Be prepared to make changes to your 
personal documents. Your luckiest events 
will occur on a Sunday. 

 SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)  You 
can make major decisions regarding your 
professional direction. Loans will be at-
tainable and legal matters easily taken 
care of. You may be confused regarding 
your love life. Work quietly on your own 
and you will forge ahead. Your luckiest 
events will occur on a Tuesday. 

 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)  
 You will also encounter individuals who 
can help you further your goals. Do not 
yield to children or relatives when they 
really don't deserve it. Don't push your 
luck with authority figures. Your desire 
for excitement and adventure may be ex-
pensive. Your luckiest events this month 
will occur on a Tuesday. 

 CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)  Get 
involved in creative projects that will 
enhance your earning power. You should 
put your efforts into creative projects. 
Find ways to make extra cash. Start mak-
ing things or reusing rather than buying 
ready made. . Your luckiest events this 
month will occur on a Friday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) 
 Opportunities to make financial gains 
through investments look promising. Ar-
guments with employers or colleagues 
will be to your detriment. Overindulgence 
may be a problem. You could have a need 
to make some changes this month. Your 
luckiest events this month will occur on a 
Sunday. 

 PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20)  Make 
plans to attend group discussions or get 
together with friends who like to talk as 
much as you do. Your added discipline 
will help you complete the impossible at 
work. Enjoy taking courses or lecturing 
others. Try to be understanding. Your 
luckiest events this month will occur on a 
Friday.   Michael Thiessen  

Y ou know, we can see some stars and 
constellations all year round - like 

the Big Dipper and Cassiopeia. While oth-
ers are only visible during certain seasons - 
Like Scorpius and the Summer Triangle. 

Why is this? There is a difference in how 
the stars appear to move in the Sky Park. 
The difference depends on whether they are 
circum-polar or seasonal stars. 

On any night this week, face north at 
10:30pm.  First, find the Big Dipper stand-
ing on its spoon high in the northwestern 
sky. These seven stars also mark the rear end 
and tail of Ursa Major, The Big Bear. 

We can use the two stars on the end of the 
dipper to point us to Polaris, aka the North 
Star. Polaris marks the end of the tail of the 
Little Bear, Ursa Minor… or the end of the 
handle of the Little Dipper. Now if you 
continue that line from the Big Dipper’s 
handle through Polaris, you reach a constel-
lation that looks like the letter, W.  This is 
the beautiful Cassiopeia the queen sitting on 
her throne. 

These three constellations, Ursa Major, 
Ursa Minor, and Cassiopeia are visible in 
the sky nearly every night of the year. The 
reason why is that as the night rolls on the 
stars will appear to rotate around a pivot 
point near Polaris. Our Sky Park is so far 
south that these constellations are low in the 
northern sky. 

This motion in the heavens is actually 
caused by the rotation of the Earth. Our 
daily spin causes stars to rise in the east and 
set in the west.  But in the north we can 
watch the stars spin a full 360 degrees with-
out going below the horizon. That makes 
them circum-polar stars. Yes, and when you 
look at stars farther from Polaris, they seem 
to make bigger circles In the sky. So the 
farther south you look,  the less each con-
stellation is above the horizon.  

As the Earth orbits the Sun, our perspec-
tive on the distant stars changes when we're 
on one side of the Sun. Like in winter, we 
can more easily see constellations like 
Orion and Gemini at night. But when we're 
on the other side of the Sun, like in summer, 
we can't see Orion and Gemini as well be-
cause the glare of the Sun is in the way.  
Those constellations are only above the hori-
zon during the daytime. 

In summer when 
the nighttime part of 
the Earth is pointed 
that way then we 
can better see the 
star patterns like 
Scorpius and the 
Summer Triangle. 
So all these are sea-
sonal constella-
tions. 

But no matter 
what season it is, we 
always have a good 
view to the northern 
sky.  So we, in the 
northern hemi-
sphere, can view 
Ursa Major, Ursa 
minor, and Cassio-
peia all year long.  
That makes them circum-polar constella-
tions. So now that we're in summer, let's 
check out the Summer Triangle. Look high 
in the east and you'll find its three bright 
stars. We can see the brightest star, Vega, is 
at the top, bright white Altair is to the right, 
and dimmer Deneb is to the left. 

Vega is the brightest star in the constella-
tion Lyra The Harp,   Altair is the eagle 
eye of Aquila the Eagle, and Deneb is the 
tail of Cygnus the Swan: three great sum-
mer constellations in one big Triangle. 

Another easy-to-find summer constellation 
is low in the southern sky. There’s Scorpius 
the scorpion. You won't need to strain your 
imagination to see a scorpion in the long 
fishhook of stars that make up his tail and 
stinger. 

The brightest star in Scorpius is a beauti-
ful, red star Antares. Antares means rival of 
Mars because its color is similar to that of 
the red planet. A string of fainter night lights 
curl just above the horizon and end at the 
scorpion’s stinger-stars: Shaula and Le-
sath. You can see Scorpius every summer 
evening.  

So get outside tonight and see how the 
stars move over the night. It might take a 
few hours (or days) but you'll notice the 
difference between the circumpolar and 
Seasonal constellations.    
      Dean Regas & James Albury 

 

Choose your size from 5’x5’ to 10’x20’.  
Prices from $32 to $153 per month. 

Call 700-1753  
www.bonaireselfstorage.com   

Out of Space? 

 

       STARS FOR EVERY SEASON  

Summer Triangle 
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International Freight (Car) BV 
  

The ONLY company offering  
direct weekly consolidation  

services from Europe/Holland  
to Bonaire 

www.ifc-consolidators.nl 
Jupiterweg 1A (Ecopark) 

4761 RW Moerdijk, Holland 
Tel 31-(0) 168-40-94 94 
Fax  31-(0) 168-40 94 70 

 Kaya Industria #12, PO Box  20, Kralendijk, Bonaire, C.N. 
 Phones (599) 717 8922 / (599) 717 8033  

WEB– www. Rocargo.com   Email: info@rocargo.com
  Office Hours: 07:30-12:00 13:30-17:00  

  

Amcar Freight, Inc. 
  

The ONLY company  
offering direct weekly  
consolidation services 

from Miami, USA  
to Bonaire 

  www.amcarfreight.com 
Amcar Freight 

12600 NW 25 Street 
Suite 107 

Miami, Fl 33182 
Tel. (305) 599-8866 
Fax (305) 599-2808 

 
From the USA    From Europe 

Offering solid, reliable and efficient service in Aruba, Curacao  
and Bonaire since 1982. 

-Shipping Agents, Cruise and Yacht Agents. 
- Cargo Handling: incoming and outgoing moving by air or by sea. 

- International Freight Forwarders: regular service from U.S.A., 
Europe, Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Curacao.- All types of Cargo and 

Projects. Movements handled.- Customs Clearance.- Stevedoring.- 
Inland Transportation- Air Courier Services-- Bonded Warehouse. 

- Storage Warehouse Rental.  

ROCARGO 
Logistics Services, B.V. 


